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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ADDIS ABABA 2129 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, ET 

SUBJ: ESTABLISHMENT OF MORE VISIBLE NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
ROLE FOR CHAIRMAN MENGISTU 

1. PMGSE CHAIRMAN MENGISTU MADE "WORKING VISIT" TO DIRE 
DAWA AFTERNOON OF MAY 10. MENGISTU WAS EXCORTED TO ADDIS 
ABABA'S BOLE AIRPORT THROUGH TROOP-LINED STREETS TO HIS 
"SPECIAL PLANE." IN DIRE DAWA, HE WAS GREETED BY "CLOSE 

TO 100,000 RESIDENTS, SINGING JOYOUSLY AND CHANTING REVO- 
LUTIONARY SLOGANS." 

2. COMMENT: SINCE MENGISTU'S VISIT TO CUBA WHERE IMPRES- 
SIVE PORTRAITS OF HIM OVERLOOKED CHEERING THRONGS, HE 
HAS APPARENTLY PERCEIVED SOME ADVANTAGE IN DEVELOPING A 
"PERSONALITY CULT" OR AT A MINIMUM ASSUMING GREATER VISI- 
BILITY AS TRULY NATIONAL LEADER. EOLLOWING EXAMPLE OF 
FORMER CHAIRMAN TEFERI BANTE-AND EVEN HIS IMPERIAL 
MAJESTY-EMBASSY EXPECTS MENGISTU TO PURSUE THIS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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EFFORT, ADVANCING FROM RELATIVE ANONYMITY AND OB- 
SCURITY BY MAKING MORE PUBLIC APPEARANCES, SUCH AS 
RECENT SEND-OFE OE ORPHANS TO CUBA. THIS MAY OCCUR 
MORE EREQUENTLY AS HE TURNS HIS ATTENTION FROM PURELY 
MILITARY MATTERS TO INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS AND POLITICS. 
MATHERON 
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